OUR VISION:
A world free from violence against women and
children.

OUR MISSION:
To transform lives of women and children through
education, training, and advocacy. To establish
communities free from gender-based violence.

HOPEINLIFENEWSLETTER
ABOUTUS
This is our first issue of our new sletter. It' s
an opportunity to communicate w ith our
supporters and donors. We w ant you to
know w hat w e are doing, w ho is helping us
meet our goals, and the impact of this w ork.
We couldn' t do it w ithout our volunteers and
donors!
Hope In Life Foundation is a non-profit,
501(c) (3) charity. Donations to Hope In Life
are tax deductible. M oreover, donations to
this foundation are used to provide goods
and services to selected partnership
organizations on the ground in India, Nepal,
Afghanistan, and other places around the
w orld

To visit w ebsite:
htto://hopinlifefoundation.org
To contact the organization:
hopeinlifefoundation@gmail.com
1-949-284-6730
October 2018; Issue 1.
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M ore About our Friends

ACONVERSATIONWITHTHEFOUNDER
Th e f ou n der an d Ch air of
t h e Boar d of Dir ect or s,
Ru psi Bu r m an

Rupsi Burman founded Hope In Life Foundation five
years ago. Could you tell our readers what prompted this
action?
A.: In December 2012, a young woman in Delhi, India was
brutally gang-raped by several men after her male
companion had been beaten unconscious. She had only
5% of her intestines left after the assault and she later
died in hospital. I couldn't get this woman out of my
mind. Her name was Nirbhaya, and by July 2013, I knew
that I needed to do my part to prevent physical violence
against women, and that's when Hope In Life was born.
Q. Why did you decide it was better to start your own
foundation?
A. I looked around and I couldn't find an organization that
fully matched my own vision for the work I wanted to do.
Looking back, I am glad that we are on this path, and feel
that the last 5 years has set the ground work for the
future.
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MEETTHEBOARD

Board members: Sayeda Hotaki, Laura Lafoia Ava, Jhumur Bhatacharya, Margaret Huebner, K.
Carol Hotaki, and Rupsi Burman. Not pictured: Sharmistha Chakraborty and Sagarika Kayal.
Taken September 9, 2018 at our most recent Board meeting in Irvine, CA.

Interview with Board Chair continued...
Q. How does Hope In Life differentiate itself from other charities?
A. We are not focused on one country or one segment of society, but rather, our mission is partnering with
those on the ground who are providing education where it is needed most.
Q. What is the best way to prevent human trafficking, in your opinion?
A. Creating awareness is key. It has to be done at a local and family level, with support from government
agencies and police authorities, too. Those at risk come from the poorest of poor, homeless, refugees,
oppressed groups of people - those who have little or no voice in a community. Someone has to provide "a
voice", "a safe haven", and long term, education and training is what will lift them out of these precarious lives.
At the same time, perpetrators of these criminal activities must be arrested and prosecuted. We all need to
recognize the signs, report suspicions, and do everything we can to protect the victims.
Q. The need is so great around the world. How does HOPE IN LIFE choose their programs?
A. Our Board is diverse, and we believe that the projects come to us through inquiries and knowledge that
Board members have of different efforts in various countries. At the same time, we have a careful vetting
process, so that we know the donations go directly to help the organizations carrying out the work. Often, our
Board members visit the actual facilities, witnessing first hand the work being done.
Q. Describe the fund-raising efforts that HOPE IN LIFE has been involved in. What do you see for future
fund-raising?
A. We do two events each year, one larger than the other, and we also take direct donations from our
supporters. We speak at various organizations and take donations whenever the opportunity presents itself.
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COREBELIEFS
We value life itself, and believe in the dignity
and respect for all people.
We believe in HOPE, a strong and confident
expectation.
We believe all children have a right to a safe,
nurturing environment.
We believe all w omen and children should
be able to live a life free of violence and
exploitation.

CORE
BELIEFSGUIDINGPRINCIPLES
&
GUIDING
PRINCIPLES

We believe that learning and education are
the key foundation to lifting people out of
poverty, trafficking and exploitation.
We believe that ONE PERSON can make a
difference in another person' s life.

Our Foundation in an inter-faith based organization
w ith an ecumenical approach to our w ork. We honor
and respect all w orld religions.
Our Foundation honors transparency in all of our
actions, w hile being sensitive to the privacy of the
w omen and children w ho need protection and care.
Our Foundation operates w ith utmost integrity
through honorable initiatives.
Our Foundation maintains responsible financial
management, and utilizes utmost fiscal responsibility,
assuring that contributions to the Foudnation are used
for the mission of the organization.
Our Foundation w ill partner and maintain alliances
w ith other organizations that share our core beliefs
and principles.
Our Board of Directors, Volunteers, and M embers
follow a strict Code of Ethics.
We w ill measure and evaluate all our projects and
initiatives to ensure consistency w ith our vision and
mission.
We w ill communicate w ith our members, donors,
volunteers and partners frequently and fully.

A

SEASONALCARDS- MADEININDIA
One of our ardent supporters, Mr. Rashesh Patel, was kind enough to ship these hand-made
cards to us from India. The cards were donated to help with fund-raising. They were made by
children participating in the "Earn N Learn" program at the Manav Sadhna These are children
from very poor families that would otherwise not get an education, and instead, would be
begging on the streets or much worse. These children have a right to a safe, fun, creative and
loving environment where they receive a nutritious snack daily as well as essential learning for
everyday life. To learn more about this program, go to http://earnlearn.org.
These cards are available to our supporters, and suggested donation is $3.00 per card, or 2 for
$5.00. Contact Rupsi Burman at Hope In Life if you would like to have some of these cards on
hand.

Fu n d-Raisin g is Key
It is n ot possible t o m ak e an im pact w it h ou t f u n d-r aisin g, an d w e h ave a m u lt i-pr on ged
appr oach t o ou r f u n d-r aisin g:
Dir ect Don at ion
In -Kin d Don at ion s (u sed lapt ops, it em s t h at can be sold)
Volu n t eer s at Even t s

Optimism is the faith that leads to
achievement. Nothing can be done without
hope and confidence. ~ Helen Keller

Fu n d-Raisin g Even t s (live t h eat er , m u sical, f ash ion sh ow , yoga m edit at ion session s)
We w elcom e su ggest ion s an d assist an ce, n ew ideas, an d above all, you r su ppor t an d love.

OUR FRIENDS
Open in g Door s
MEET RASHESH PATEL
As Mr. Patel explains,
"those of us who are first generation
immigrants who have experienced much
success, based on hard work and drive, also got
help from people who opened doors for us. In
this same way, I want to be able to open doors
for people who are willing to work for it."

HOPE IN LIFE has long held the belief that "one person can make a difference." The
embodiment of this idea is encapsulated by the work of Mr. Patel. An entrepreneur,
living in southern California, but originally from India, he is "paying it forward"
through his philanthropic work with the organization, Earn N Learn, located in his
home town of Ahmedabad. This program allows children to earn money to help their
families and thus, gives them the opportunity to stay in school. It's regular school
first in the morning, and then they arrive at Manav Sadhna, that runs from the Gandhi
Ashram and established in 1995, to make greeting cards, and to learn basic living and
working skills. They learn cleanliness, hygiene, honesty, responsibility, teamwork, and
helping their families, too. Great efforts to keep the students in school and in this
program are made by teachers and others associated with the Ashram. The children
take great pride in the making of the greeting cards!

Recen t Ef f or t s
In June, Rupsi Burman visited Dharavi, Mumbai and donated the laptops to the school provided by our
supporters, as well as other in-kind donations of clothing, shoes, and food. These are highly at-risk children
who otherwise would not get an education.
During the spring, donations to support 24 children in a school and orphanage in Nepal were delivered.
The donations provide tuition and uniforms for a year 's schooling. Thank you to those who made this
possible!

