OUR VISION:
A world free from violence against women and
children.

OUR MISSION:
To transform lives of women and children through
education, training, and advocacy. To establish
communities free from gender-based violence.

HOPEINLIFENEWSLETTER
ABOUTUS

UN:GLOBALENGAGEMENTSUMMIT

This is the second issue of our new sletter.
It' s an opportunity to communicate w ith our
supporters and donors. We w ant you to
know w hat w e are doing, w ho is helping us
meet our goals, and the impact of this w ork.
We couldn' t do it w ithout our volunteers and
donors!
Hope In Life Foundation is a non-profit,
501(c) (3) charity. Donations to Hope In Life
are tax deductible. M oreover, donations to
this foundation are used to provide goods
and services to selected partnership
organizations on the ground in India, Nepal,
Afghanistan, and other places around the
w orld.

To visit w ebsite:
http://hopeinlifefoundation.org
To contact the organization:
hopeinlifefoundation@gmail.com
1-949-284-6730
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Annual Fundraiser April 2019

The most pressing issues facing the United Nations - that
was the agenda for the Global Summit. Activists gathered
on February 22 to hear those close to these issues give
their insights and calls to action. Among the 1800
gathered in the General Assembly were Rupsi Burman,
Chair of the HILF Board, and Margaret Huebner, Board
Member. Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General (from
Portugal) opened the Plenary Session with the concerns
that inequality continues to grow around the globe, that
nations are becoming more fragmented, the need to
overcome the bureaucracy overwhelming climate change,
and the need for a renewed commitment to
multi-lateralism. World hunger, nuclear proliferation, and
human rights for immigrants and refugees were topics
explored in detail during the Summit.

OUR FRIENDS
Open in g Door s
DR. PURNIMA THAKRAN
Dr. Thakran is inspired, not only by the many challenges that
she has overcome in her life, but the beauty and enjoyment of
art in all its forms. She sees in her legacy a lifetime of an
intense professional life, devoted motherhood, and time now to
establish her own lasting benefaction in the world.

HOPE IN LIFE has been the beneficiary of Dr. Thakran's generosity, kindness and
support in ways too many to enumerate. She has promoted the Foundation to her
colleagues, provided support for events, and opened her home to board meetings.
Margaret Huebner sat down with Dr. Thakran recently to learn her story. This is a
woman with a long professional career, graduating at an early age of 16 from high
school and then going on to the Armed Forces Medical College, University of Pune.
She was the daughter of a woman who yearned for education for her three
daughters, and even had the vision that her daughters would become medical
doctors, a dream that was eventually realized! Dr. Thakran worked thirteen years as
an orthopedic and trauma surgeon in India, and then practiced medicine for six years
in Nigeria. Coming to the United States, she enrolled at the University of Nebraska,
Omaha, where she received her Ph.D. in the neurosciences. She completed her
residency at Kaiser Permanente Medical Center and subsequently became affiliated
with Barstow Community Hospital and St. Mary Medical Center where she has had
her medical practice ever since.
Until recently, the medical field has traditionally been male dominated and even
today, the field of orthopedic surgery is dominated by men; women have had a hard
time penetrating this field. Hence, the switch to neurology! Over the years, Dr.
Thakran encountered prejudice and discrimination, but she pushed on, culminating
in a successful career of over 40 years. This is why Hope In Life Foundation has such
appeal. In addition, she has never forgotten her internship at Sion Hospital located
near the Dharavi Slum in Mumbai. She worked 20 hours a day, saving people who
were brought into the emergency rooms from this slum. These images have never
left her, and she is keen to help in this area. Hope In Life began work in Dharavi Slum
last year, an area that is home to a million people and recognized as one of the
largest slums in Asia. Thank you, Dr. Thakran, for your interest and support for this
Project.
On a personal note, Dr. Thakran is the mother of 2 of her own children, 3
stepchildren and 4 step-grandchildren, ages 2-16. She resides in Apple Valley and
Pacific Palisades with her husband, Khalid Khan.

Education is not the
preparation for life.
Education is life itself!

Education is neither
eastern nor western.
Education is
education and the
right of every human
being.

When the whole
world is silent, even
one voice can make a
difference.

When you educate a
man, you educate an
individual. When you
educate a woman, you
educate the whole
village.

MARCHBOARDMEETING

Board members gathered at the home of hostess, Dr.
Thakran, in Pacific Palisades. Key topics included
planning for the April Annual Fund-raiser and updates on
current projects. Featured here: Carol Hotaki, Sayeda
Hotaki, Rupsi Burman, Margaret Huebner, Sagarika
Kayal, Jhumur Bhattacharya, and Sharmistha
Chakraborty.

With meeting hosts, Dr. Thakran and
Mr. Khan in their beautiful home.

UN Su st ain able Developm en t Goals

Hope In Life is focused on Sustainable Goals Number 4, 5, 10 and 16; #4 - Quality Education. #5: Achieve
gender equality and empowering women and girls. When women and girls are educated and given
opportunities to earn good wages, or start their own businesses, they thrive. Gender inequality continues
to hold women back and deprives them of basic rights and opportunities. Goal #10: Reduced inequalities.
Goal #16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions. The effect of educating and empowering women and
girls can impact either directly or indirectly many of the other UN Sustainable Development Goals.

PARLIAMENTOFWORLDRELIGIONS- TORONTO
Novem ber 1-7, 2018
FOR A M ORE JUST, PEACEFUL AND SUSTAINABLE WORLD
In attendance at the Parliament from Hope In Life was Rupsi Burman, Chair, and Margaret Huebner,
Board Member. This Parliament is held every 2 to 3 years in different cities around the world,
promoting inter-faith peace, tolerance and acceptance. It has a jam-packed agenda, that runs from
morning to late evening, and it's impossible to cover everything! It is estimated that more than 8000
gathered in Toronto for this week-long conference.

Optimism is the faith that leads to
achievement. Nothing can be done without
hope and confidence. ~ Helen Keller
Rupsi Burman with colleagues, Rini Ghosh, Sujata
Ganguly and Josh Ishwardas Abdullah.

SPEAKERS AT PARLIAM ENT

Dr . Ar u n Gan dh i, grandson of Mahatma Gandhi. At Parliament he said, "In
our societies, hate can be spread so quickly...hate is the result of fear. We
have been dominated by fear all of our lives. Parenting is based on fear.
Children grow up thinking anyone who misbehaves must be punished. The
whole concept of fear keeps growing in our society, and we are constantly
ruled by fear."

Social Ju st ice f or Wom en :
In this session, the panelists, Azza Kar am , Ar m en e M odi, Hu gh Locke
and Saken a Yacoobi all weighed in on the need for social justice for
women and girls. Modi told the audience that a third of all child marriages
Rev. Jam es Law son
occur in India. This denies the girl her childhood, a right to an education,
Los Angeles
the opportunity to explore her potential, and a right to a future. Modi is
the founder of ANK (Ashta No Kai).
American activist, Civil Rights

Dr . Sak en a Yacoobi, founder &
Executive Director of the Afghan
Institute of Learning, is
internationally acclaimed for her
instrumental voice for Afghan
women and focusing attention on
the urgent need for women's
rights, education and health care
in Afghanistan. Her message:
"NO TO WAR!"

leader, and pioneer in the
nonviolence movement. He
spoke on "nonviolence in a
violent world, and the
surprising, sweeping effects of
Gandhi and Martin Luther King,
Jr. on the world."
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ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

NEPAL PROJECT
SPONSORS
We would like to thank the
following sponsors of our
children in Hetauda, Nepal:
Amina Butt
Betty Romano
Cara & Tamer Ibrahim
Christine Concepcion
Dana Sumpter McDaniels
Dave & Carol Logsdon
David Ames
Denise Huebner Buck
Diane & Kevin Monaghan
Donna Smith
Flori Concepcion
Frances Rozner
Hollis Cooper
Iris & Dick Katzke
Jhumur Bhattacharya
Kay Rashid

Learn more about Hope In Life Projects at the Event!

Kym Alexander Clay
Margaret Huebner

1. Dh ar avi Slu m Pr oject , M u m bai
Special thank you to Aritree Bal.

2. Ear n an d Lear n Pr ogr am in Ah m edabad

Nancy Rupp Kleinman
Rita & Hank Weinblatt
Stephanie & Chris Lytle

Special thank you to Rashesh Patel who partners with us.

3. Nepal Pr oject in Het au da
Special thank you to DAYC, our partner.

4. Vision 2025: Sch ool in Kolk at a
Seeking donors and patrons.

WE
NEED
M ORE
SPONSORS!

$50 per year f or on e ch ild!
Help Us Help Th em !

COREBELIEFS
We valu e lif e it self , an d believe in t h e dign it y an d
r espect f or all people.
We believe in HOPE, a st r on g an d con f iden t expect at ion .
We believe all ch ildr en h ave a r igh t t o a saf e, n u r t u r in g
en vir on m en t .
We believe all w om en an d ch ildr en sh ou ld be able t o live
a lif e f r ee of violen ce an d exploit at ion .
We believe t h at lear n in g an d edu cat ion ar e t h e key
f ou n dat ion t o lif t in g people ou t of pover t y, t r af f ick in g an d
exploit at ion .

CORE
BELIEFSGUIDINGPRINCIPLES
&
GUIDING
PRINCIPLES

We believe t h at ONE PERSON can m ake a dif f er en ce in
an ot h er per son's lif e.

Ou r Fou n dat ion is an in t er -f ait h based or gan izat ion w it h
an ecu m en ical appr oach t o ou r w or k . We h on or an d
r espect all w or ld r eligion s.
Ou r Fou n dat ion h on or s t r an spar en cy in all of ou r
act ion s, w h ile bein g sen sit ive t o t h e pr ivacy of t h e
w om en an d ch ildr en w h o n eed pr ot ect ion an d car e.
Ou r Fou n dat ion oper at es w it h u t m ost in t egr it y t h r ou gh
h on or able in it iat ives.
Ou r Fou n dat ion m ain t ain s r espon sible f in an cial
m an agem en t , an d u t ilizes u t m ost f iscal r espon sibilit y,
assu r in g t h at con t r ibu t ion s t o t h e Fou n dat ion ar e u sed
f or t h e m ission of t h e or gan izat ion .
Ou r Fou n dat ion w ill par t n er an d m ain t ain allian ces w it h
ot h er or gan izat ion s t h at sh ar e ou r cor e belief s an d
pr in ciples.
Ou r Boar d of Dir ect or s, Volu n t eer s, an d M em ber s f ollow
a st r ict Code of Et h ics.
We w ill m easu r e an d evalu at e all ou r pr oject s an d
in it iat ives t o en su r e con sist en cy w it h ou r vision an d
m ission .
We w ill com m u n icat e w it h ou r m em ber s, don or s,

